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it. He had, by way of a staff, a very curious vine, all
of one piece, emblematical of the sweet bard of Avon,
He wore no mask, saying It was not proper for a gallant
Corsican. So soon as he came into the room he drew
universal attention/* * The proposal of the Stratford-
on-Avon tradesmen that they ought to have a jubilee
at Stratford every year met with his warm support.
"I flatter myself/* he wrote to Garrick, "with the
prospect of attending you at several more jubilees/* In
London he dined with " the great," and endeavoured
to extract from Johnson his views at large upon the
subject of marriage. The oracle was dumb, but Boswell
was soon to test the question experimentally* for after a
short trip in Ireland, undertaken, in part, to empty his
head of Corsica (Johnson's emphatic direction), he
married his cousin, Miss Peggy Montgomery, on
25 November, 1769, That his previous liaisons must
have caused him for a time a good deal of anxiety is a
natural inference from some of his confessions to
Temple about this time.t Nor was he free, it seems,
in his unwonted constancy, from fits of passion or
gloom, though he ascribes these outbursts, rather oddly,
to his wife's great goodness. "There is something
childish in it, 1 confess.'*

For some years after this Boswell's visits to London
were brief, and his correspondence, even with Johnson
and Temple, perceptibly slackened. The great tour in
the Hebrides was mooted, but laid aside for a more
fitting opportunity* Boswell senior, regarded such
jaunts as "idle and extravagant/* rather'than in the
proper light as "highly improving/* On 30 April,
1773, Boswell was present at his admission to the
Literary Club, for which honour he had been proposed
by Johnson himself, and in the autumn of this year in
* See page 109,                   t Sec page 134.